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会长寄语
Message from the CLTA-TX President
By Ardon Chang 張志榮
Dear Members and Friends,
With the strong commitment from the Board of Directors and support from Chinese
language educators, CLTA-Texas had another exciting year. First, there were two oneday workshops held at Houston and Dallas in February 2011, the themes were
“Differentiated Instruction in a Chinese language classroom: Strategies and Tools” and
“Use Web-based Language Tools in Chinese class“. Then with the great support from
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UT-Dallas Confucius Institute, the CLTA-TX Annual Conference was successfully held
at the UT-Dallas Erik Jonsson Performance Hall on Saturday, August 27, 2011.
The annual election was held in July 2011 and five members were elected, we welcome
them to join the CLTA-TX Board of directors (2011 – 2013) and I am confident they will
bring in their years of experience and knowledge to enhance the CLTA-Texas mission.
They are:
Li Wei 李玮(Lone Star College), Fang Ji 季方(Johnston Middle School, Houston ISD),
Liang Fu 傅亮(Rice University), Neal Liang 梁思彦(University of Texas at Arlington),
Fang Wang 王芳 (Frisco Chinese School).
Looking at our 2012 activities, CLTA-Texas will host first two PD workshops in DallasFort Worth (January 15, 2012) and Austin (March 10, 2012) areas; you will find the
details of Dallas workshop below, the registration and session topic of the Austin
workshop will be coming out soon, please wait for details.
Best regards
Ardon Chang
President of CLTA-TX

编辑寄语
Message from the CLTA-TX Editor and a Summary of
CLTA-ACTFL in Denver
By Lelan Miller 孟乐岚
First I want to thank you all for your support on behalf of Chinese language education in
Texas and for the CLTA-TX Travel Grant that enabled me to attend the ACTFL-CLTA
conference in Denver from November 18 through 20, 2011. There were numerous
Chinese pedagogy related talks presented and of course could not attend all of those, but I
did select some presentations that I will summarize here.
Now I want to note here the amazing diversity in the exhibition that ACTFL hosted at the
conference site. The number of Chinese education related exhibitions has increased every
year. If any of you have the opportunity to attend an ACTFL conference, try to make time
to visit exhibitors. They frequently conduct free workshops on new educational materials.
This year a new exhibitor joined the floor, the Primary Mandarin Publishers. What makes
this publisher different is their materials are designed to instruct young learners to
reading of stories in characters without the support of pinyin. It so happened that I visited
Primary Mandarin Publishers after attending Meng Yeh’s talk that compared the effect of
pinyin on reading among beginning and intermediate learners. The results suggested we
need to provide more opportunities to read texts without pinyin support especially beyond
the beginning level. I was able to find interesting and humorous reading materials
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without pinyin support for all ages up to middle school level at Primary Mandarin
Publishers. And amazingly, at this book exhibition, I ran into Li Zhaohong who recently
left Texas to take a post teaching Chinese in Maryland.
1. Chinese Literature for Chinese Language Learners: This was presented by a panel
chaired by Ling Mu of Yale University. A major challenge in selecting Chinese
literature is looking at the difficulty level of the readings being assigned. If the
vocabulary and grammar structures are too difficult for the students then the task
of reading becomes very discouraging. The cultural background and thoughts in
the text may be “foreign” to the student hence the teacher needs to introduce them
to the class before and during the reading. The panel stressed that authentic and
diverse material of moderate difficulty needs to be used. The text should promote
class discussion in which the teacher’s role is to assist understanding of context
and explain cultural values behind the readings. Ideally such texts are short stories
with simple plots and real life scenarios. Post-reading exercises can include
students re-writing the story from different viewpoints or writing a letter to one of
the characters featured in the story. Ling Mu has just published and edited a new
text that has about ten selected short stories with exercises and vocabulary.
2. Chinese Reading and Writing Strategies presented by Zhang Shenglan of Iowa
State University. Images are important for assisting understanding of reading
materials, with this idea in mind, students in beginning and intermediate classes
illustrated and published their own books in Chinese. Most students liked this
kind of project as it was more beneficial than practice and drills. However the
students were frustrated by language limitations. The students were allowed to
choose whatever topics they wanted and to seek help from teachers, natives, and
classmates. Virtually all the students chose computer input of Chinese rather than
writing by hand. The students felt that writing their own books and stories
enhanced vocabulary enrichment and grammar structures.
3. The CLTA-CLASS joint forum on Performance Based Assessment was very tight
on time as this was the last session of Saturday with the Annual Dinner right after
this forum. Ke Chuanren, Lin Yulan, Lucy Lee, Richard Chi, and Bai Jianhua all
discussed the need for testing that is based on how a student can perform in real
life situations. Multiple choice tests aren’t appropriate as they don’t really predict
how a student responds to a certain real life situation. The student also needs to
demonstrate understanding of meaning and structures such as where and when to
use verbs (for example 能 vs 會) and those skills are best assessed by fill in the
blank testing. The presenters also mentioned the six domains of performance set
forth by ACTFL which include comprehensibility, comprehension, and language
control. Unfortunately the presenters were so rushed that they did not really
elaborate on the ACTFL domains of performance.
4. I-Chun Liu (University of Texas at San Antonio) did a presentation on the
Relationship between Teacher Efficiency and Cultural Receptivity. She stressed
that an efficient teacher needs prior experiences in curriculum building,
professional training, and definite expectations of what the students need to know.
However many teachers are constrained by isolation in their professions because
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many find themselves the only one teaching Chinese in a certain school with no
local associations or opportunities to network.
5. A paper by Teng Wenhua (University of Texas at Austin) on Social Media and
CFL Pedagogy was also presented at the conference. The presentation suggested
that classrooms can be transformed into learning communities that share a similar
learning goal. Group projects are stressed within each learning community. The
class and teacher contact each other on Blackboard and share homework blogs
online. They also connect with each other on Facebook and collaborate with each
other on creating a Wiki as a group project.
6. Meng Yeh (Rice University in Houston) was also at the ACTFL conference and
presented a research report to a packed house. She discussed the role of pinyin in
learning Chinese as a foreign language and started out wanting to know if pinyin
helps or hinders the learning of characters. A device was used to track eye
movements of the subjects as they encountered readings with parallel presentation
of pinyin along with characters. Her group found that CFL students tends to look
at pinyin first since English is an alphabetical language and thus pinyin is more
“readable” to these students. This was very true of beginning learners. However
half of intermediate learners still looked at the pinyin first. Meng Yeh
acknowledged that pinyin does help beginning readers learn the meaning of
characters over time, but teachers do need to provide more opportunities to read
text without pinyin support so that students can become more confident in reading
characters.
Finally, here is a weblink to the photo slideshow for the 2011 CLTA Annual Meeting in
Denver, courtesy of CLTA-US:http://clta-us.org/meeting/meeting2011photos.htm
While attending the ACTFL conference, I saw posters around the convention area
announcing a special exhibit of Xu Beihong’s paintings at the Denver Museum of Art.
So, after the conference ended on Sunday, I walked over to the Denver Museum of
Art which is now hosting a special exhibition of the paintings of Xu Beihong. It will
close on January 29, 2012 so if you happen to be in Denver soon, do stop by for a
visit. I used to believe he only painted horses because I got that impression when I
was an undergraduate student at CET Beijing back in 1993 and my class read the
story 徐悲鸿与马车夫 written by 廖静文 (by the way I still have the original text,
vocabulary, and grammar notes, so if you would like a really cool lesson to tie in with
a unit on Xu Beihong, then email me and I can send you a file). I learned from the
exhibition that he painted much more than horses. His ink paintings are truly inspiring
viewing. Here is a scan of my favorite one, the one he painted of the Li Jiang River.
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CLTA Board Meeting Held on November 4, 2011
By Marshall McArthur 阿查
Elections
CLTA announced the August 2011 election results at the conference. First, thanks to our
members who have rotated off. They are:
Camilla Hsieh (UT Austin), Jenny Li (Hockaday), Yirong Luo (A&M Confucius
Institute), Mily Meng (Huahsin Dallas), and Jie Zhang (Trinity University). All of these
members have devoted two years of service to our organization, and we are grateful for
their time.
Newly elected are five new board members. They are:
1 Wang Fang 王芳 - Frisco Chinese School
2 Neal Liang 梁思彦- University of Texas Arlington
3 Wei Li 李玮- Lone Star College-North Harris College
4 Fang Ji 季方 - Johnston Middle School
5 Liang Fu 傅亮 - Rice University
Each of the new board members is elected to a term of two years. We welcome them and
look forward to their support. Board member emails may be found on our website. If you
as member have feedback or suggestions please feel free to write to any of us, and you
might consider running for a position in our upcoming Summer 2012 election.
Fall Board Meeting
The CLTA-Texas fall board meeting was held on November 4 by phone conference. You
may see the full minutes on our website. Highlights of the discussion are listed here.
First, the 2011 conference was discussed and generally considered successful.
Suggestions for future conferences were to consider including a “break out” session
format, which would allow more hand-on discussions and participant interaction. Nothing
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was formally decided, but this idea will be considered as planning for next year’s
conference goes forward.
Next year’s conference is scheduled for Houston after moving from Houston, San
Antonio, College Station, and Dallas. Since the board meeting, Pang Jiayao has
confirmed that her school Awty International can host next year’s conference, which
tentatively will be held on October 21, 2012.
In other items, Secretary-Treasurer Deng Lei reported that the current account balance as
of October 2011 was $21,413. Hopefully the EEU won’t ask us for a loan.
The Travel Grant was discussed. As last year Marshall will chair the committee, and will
announce the application process in early January.
Regarding elections, Marshall, Deng Lei, and Lelan’s terms will expire in August. There
will be a Summer 2012 election which will be announced by May. Ardon will chair the
committee, and before then revision of some outdated bylaws will be discussed.
Regarding bylaws, Neal offered that he could do a Chinese translation of the bylaws, and
all present agreed.
Finally, Lei and Jiayao brought up the possibility of local workshops. In theory this is
possible and desirable, but still needs a board member to plan the workshop, and also get
a budget approved by the board.
There were a few other items discussed, so for a full summary of the meeting’s minutes,
please find them on our website: http://clta-texas.org/
Annual CLTA-TX Conference Held in August 2011 in
Dallas, Texas
By Marshall McArthur 阿查
The CLTA-Texas Annual Conference was held at the UT-Dallas Erik Jonsson
Performance Hall on Saturday, August 27, 2011. This year’s conference theme was
“Beyond the Textbook.” The conference was co-hosted by the Confucius Institute of the
University of Texas at Dallas, and sponsored by the Consulate General of the People’s
Republic of China (Houston) and the Confucius Institute of Texas A&M University.
Dr. Eric Shepherd 谢博德老師 of the University of South Florida (USF) was this year’s
keynote speaker. Dr. Shepherd presented "Learning in the Culture: Training American
Learners to Move Beyond the Chinese Classroom." Dr. Shepherd highlighted “thinking
outside the box” in terms of pedagogy, and illustrated how the USF summer program
stresses students in the culture instead of just the classroom. Examples given were student
trips to the Chinese school for the blind, students to reciting poetry and singing in public
venues such as restaurants, and pairing USF students with students from Qingdao. USF
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students also participate in an internship in an actual Chinese organization, thereby
solidifying the principle of learning in the culture.
In addition to his talk, Dr. Shepherd gave a performance of Shandong Kuaishu. Dr.
Shepherd recited three stories, and afterword took questions on his experience of learning
the craft. Needless to say, members of the audience were thrilled and astonished at his
skill. As they say, a video is worth a thousand words, and you can see excerpts of Dr.
Shepherd’s performance with audience reactions here by visiting our website: cltatexas.org

Dr. Shepherd in performance
(Photo courtesy of Ardon Chang)
Aside from Dr. Shepherd, the rest of the program included a full-day of energetic and
thought provoking panels. The morning session focused on the use of media and
storytelling in language teaching with “Chinese Movies and TV Clips in K-16
Classroom” (Dr. Jie Zhang and Li Qing), and “Teaching Chinese through Picture Books
and Audiobooks” (Lei Deng, Zhenming Song, and Siqi Dong).
After an exotic lunch of sandwiches, chips, and fruit, Dr. Martha Green introduced Texas
A&M’s new online Chinese language certification program. For more information on this
please go to:
http://tlac.tamu.edu/articles/accelerate_online_program_information
Dr. Green’s session was followed by “Using Online Resources and Personal Story
Telling to Enrich Student Learning” (Minning Wu, Tan-wen Ivy Hou, and Dr. Meng
Yeh). The afternoon concluded with presentations by Drs. Neal Liang, Carolyn Ho, and
Wei Li. Regardless of whether you were able to attend this year’s conference, we hope
you will all consider the 2012 conference, tentatively scheduled for October 21, 2012 in
Houston at Awty International School.
Chinese Language Program in North East ISD
by David Thai, Mandarin Chinese student at Roosevelt High School
and James Ku 顧宇帆 , Mandarin Chinese teacher at Lee/ISA and Roosevelt High
School
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NEISD Mandarin Chinese classes visiting the Jade Exhibit at the San Antonio Art
Museum with Ku Laoshi in front and left. (Photo courtesy of NEISD ISD and altered to
protect student privacy).
The Chinese first immigrated to America in the 1800's to find a better life,
working primarily on building railroads all across the nation. With the Chinese
immigrants was their culture they brought to the states. The Chinese culture has a heavy
influence on us today, and you can't go a few miles down the street without seeing a
Chinese food restaurant or maybe even Asian grocery stores. This culture has not only
survived, but even thrived in America all these years because of generations and
generations of culture being passed down from parent to child and also from schools.
James Ku, a Mandarin Chinese teacher at Lee/ISA and Roosevelt High school, teaches
his kids the language, culture, and heritage.
I am David Thai, one of the students in his Mandarin II class at Roosevelt High
School. Mr. Ku recently took all levels of his Mandarin class from both Roosevelt and
Lee/ISA to go on a field trip to the San Antonio Art Museum on October 28 to visit the
5000 Years Jade Exhibit. Over 50 students and parents went on the field trip. Jade has
been an important part of Chinese culture back when there were still dynasties and ruling
kingdoms. Jade was used not only as jewelry, but as works of art, and even found being
used in burials. We also visited the Asian exhibits where they preserve gorgeous ancient
Chinese art pieces including traditional Chinese painting, calligraphy, vases, statues,
clothing, and much more. The field trip was fun and educational. The most important of
all, we were able to personally immerse ourselves in the Chinese culture in this trip.
Visiting the museum taught us about the Chinese culture and its art. Now it is
time to “taste” the culture. The next stop in the field trip was having lunch at a local
Chinese restaurant called the Phoenix Cafe. We sat around the Lazy Susan (round table)
to enjoy an 8 courses meal that Mr. Ku ordered for us. We had traditional Chinese food
such as Chicken Corn Soup, steamed and fried rice, Fried Tofu with Shrimp, Mandarin
Style Pork, Black Pepper Shrimp, and an assortment of steamed and boiled vegetables.
The food was absolutely great and authentic. We also learned how to “ganbei” (cheer) the
Chinese way.
Needless to say, this field trip was probably one of the most cultural and tastiest
trips I have ever been on. The Chinese culture is rich with history and ways of life.
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Chinese teachers, such as James Ku works hard to preserve the way of life and culture,
and then ultimately pass it down to his students. If you are interested in learning
Mandarin Chinese, please email Mr. Ku at jku@neisd.net.
Chinese Language Program in Austin ISD
By Tina Dong, Austin ISD Instructional Coordinator of World
Languages/Journalism

From left to right: Tina Dong, Dr. Michael Hydak and his wife, and Kelly Long at the
TFLA 2011 Conference (Photo courtesy of Tina Dong)
Since it was first introduced in our district about five years ago by my predecessor, the
Chinese program has been fast growing. Chinese classes are currently offered at one
middle school and at four of our high schools. Murchison Middle School and Anderson
High School comprise a vertical team and have a very robust program in that the teacher
at the middle school, Ms. Robyn Stringfellow, has more than doubled her enrollment in
just two years. The teacher at the high school, Mrs. Kelly Long, has been accepted into
the prestigious network of Confucius Classrooms and was also selected by the Texas
Foreign Language Association as the Chinese Teacher of the Year for 2011.
Austin ISD is also very proud of the programs that exist at Austin High School,
Eastside Memorial High School and the Liberal Arts and Science Academy. Mrs. Qin
Hu, the teacher at Austin High School, is a part of the campus’ Academy for Global
Studies. The program has a strong international component that guides the academic
framework and which encourages proficiency in world languages as well as global
awareness and understanding. Some of the Chinese students at Eastside Memorial High
School recently traveled to Shanghai this past summer to participate in a study abroad
program sponsored by a grant through the American Councils for International Education.
Ms. Monica Molina, the Global Coordinator, led this program for these students who
historically have not had such opportunities and Ms. Ida Chang is the current teacher who
is dedicated to providing a world class Chinese instruction to these at-risk students. At
our Liberal Arts and Science Academy, the teacher Mrs. Amy Chen, is committed to
developing a program that challenges her students by emphasizing interpersonal
communication each day in her classroom. She is constantly searching for ways to
expand the program and even teaches a Chinese weekend school in the community that is
managed by her husband.
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As the student population in our district becomes more increasingly diverse and
principals become more aware of the need to prepare our students to be successful in a
globally competitive society, we see additional opportunities for the Chinese program to
be augmented in the years to come. There is another vertical team of which the
principals at a middle and high school will be possibly putting Chinese on their student
choice sheets for the next school year.
Furthermore, our Board of Trustees recently approved the implementation of a oneway dual language Chinese immersion at Doss Elementary, which is a part of the
Anderson vertical team previously mentioned. Due to the strong Chinese programs
already established in Austin ISD and the potential for expansion, I am looking forward
to seeing how our future in Chinese will unfold. Having recently participated on the
2011 College Board Bridge to China Delegation and now embarking on an exciting 21st
century redesign of our curriculum, I have nothing but high hopes.
Chinese Consuls Visit Lone Star College
By Li Wei 李玮
Consul Yan Guohua and Consul Tang Jun visited the Lone Star College-North Harris
campus on November 16th, 2011 to celebrate the United States International Education
Week. Consul Yan delivered a presentation on educational opportunities for U. S.
students in China. The informative presentation was followed by a question and answer
session, and then Consul Yan and Consul Tang happily mingled with students in the
Teacher Theater. A luncheon was held in honor of the two distinguished guests by
leaders of Lone Star College-North Harris: Interim Vice President-Instruction Chantell
Hines, Dean of Social and Behavioral Sciences Dr. John DeLeon, Dean of Languages and
Communications Dr. Jennie Harrison, Chair of the International Studies Committee Dr.
Theresa McGinley, and Coordinator of the Center for Cultural Diversity Dr. James Good.
Also present at the luncheon were three Chinese instructors: Dr. Shuyu Yan, Ms. Shu-An
Vezey, and Dr. Wei Li. Consul Yan thanked the hospitality of the college and proposed
more cultural and educational exchange between the Education Office of the Consulate
General of the People's Republic of China in Houston and Lone Star College, the fastest
growing community college in Texas with more than 68,000 full-time students enrolled
in the fall of 2011.

Above: Consul Yan with students and staff at the Teacher Theater.
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Upcoming Teacher Conference in Dallas
By Ardon Chang 張志榮
Dear Members and Friends of CLTA-Texas:
We will hold a Chinese language teacher professional development workshop in the
Dallas-Fort Worth area on January 15th , 2012, which is taking place over the Martin
Luther King weekend. Please see details below:
Date: January 15, 2012 (Sunday)
Location: University of Texas – Dallas, Erick Jonsson Building, Room JO 4.614
Address: 800 West Campbell Road, Richardson, TX 75080-3021
Website: http://www.utdallas.edu/maps/
Schedule: 8:00AM Check-in and Class from 9:00AM – 5:00PM
Fees: Before January 8, 2012 - CLTA-TX Members $10.00 and Non Members $20.00
After January 8, 2012 - CLTA-TX Members $20.00 and Non Members $30.00
Scholarships：Active members of CLTA-TX (Individual and Institute members) who
successfully complete the training program will receive a refund of the registration fee
along with workshop certificate.
Registration: On-line registration is available at www.txstartalk.org/tab_events.htm
Make Checks Payable to: CTCLI (Consortium of Texas Chinese Language Institutes)
Questions? Please contact Ardon Chang at 817-945-3417, 817-263-8018 or E-mail:
andress6628@yahoo.com
Workshops:
1. Backward design and theme-based design
2. Task-based learning
3. Ten interactive and standard-based games in your Chinese classroom
4. E-portfolio : learning outcome
5. Tech that!!! What are the 5 necessary tools in Chinese teaching?
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Happy Happenings among CLTA-TX Members
Congratulations to Kelly Long of Austin ISD who was named Chinese Teacher of the
Year by the Texas Foreign Language Teacher Association. She teaches Mandarin
Chinese at Anderson High School. The following is a press release from Austin ISD:
“The Texas Foreign Language Association (TFLA) has named Ms. Kelly Long, the 2011
TFLA Chinese Teacher of the Year. Ms. Long is the Chinese teacher at Anderson High
School. She is being recognized for her commitment to continually providing learning
opportunities for her students both in and out of the classroom, as well as for her overall
contributions to the Chinese program at AISD. Her work includes assisting in the
development of the district's CBE (credit by exam) for Chinese I and II. Ms. Long also
has been granted acceptance into the prestigious Hanban Network of Confucius
Classrooms. TFLA is a non-profit organization at the state level whose mission is to
advance the study of modern and classical languages at all levels of instruction.
Congratulations to Ms. Long!”

Kelly Long teaching a Mandarin Chinese class (Photo courtesy of Austin ISD)
Lelan Miller 孟乐岚was just informed of her acceptance into the Middlebury College
Master of Arts Program in Chinese Pedagogy which she will begin summer 2012. Lelan
would like to thank the support and advice of Meng Yeh , Zhang Jie, and Marshall
McArthur during the Middlebury application process.
 In November Chinese film director/author Zhu Wen was an invited international
guests of the Houston Cinema Arts Festival. Zhu screened his film Thomas Mao [小东
西]. Zhu is not well-known even to Chinese as he tends toward art-house films. Marshall
McArthur was selected to moderate the discussion session after the film. In addition to
reading a lot of Chinese short-stories to prepare, Marshall had an opportunity to meet at
length with Zhu, and learn current happenings in Chinese film circles. Truly a happy
happening.
Editor’s Note:
The next issue of CLTA-TX w ill appear in June 2012. Please
subm it articles and H appy H appenings by M ay 30, 2012 to
m englelan@yahoo.com. Please rem em ber to renew your CLTATX m em berships for 2012. H appy N ew Year 2012 and thanks
to all for your continuing support and contributions!
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