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会长寄语
Message from the CLTA-TX President
By Ardon Chang 張志榮
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As we approach mid-summer, it is time to set our sights on the annual CLTA-TX meeting
to be held in August. But first I would like to point out several notable happenings for our
organization. Currently we have five board members whose terms are expiring. They are
Camilla Hsieh, 謝小芝, Jenny Li 李兆红, Yirong Luo, 罗贻荣, Mily Meng, 孟敏寬, and
Jie Zhang, 张洁. All of these members have contributed to our organization in significant
ways, including note-taking for meetings, help in organizing the annual conferences, and
participation in board meetings. As they rotate off the board, we thank them for their
service, and also are excited that with change comes renewal, and we are sure to have
new excited faces on our board after the July election.
Several other notable points for this year are that we have concluded three consecutive
years of giving our CLTA-TX Teacher Awards. This year the award goes to three
recipients; Lia Yin, Ivy Ho, and Lelan Miller. We congratulate them for their awards, and
you may see more about the process below. Another notable point is that CLTA-TX is
now participating in a program for regional teaching organizations to be affiliated with
the National CLTA. One benefit of this association is that we are eligible to apply for a
$1000 grant to defray expenses for our annual meeting. We have already made the
application, and hope to report positive news on that soon.
Next, this year’s conference will rotate to Dallas (previously in Houston, San Antonio,
College Station, and now the Big D). This is a way of showing that our small
organization has achieved a minor but significant milestone, we have made a cycle of
meetings that shows the organization is truly a “Texas” entity, not a local one. We look
forward to repeating this cycle in the future, and perhaps can eventually generate enough
interest to host the conference in other cities.
Finally, our website is undergoing a small makeover. One of the proposed changes that
should be available by summer’s end is an online discussion section where members can
individually post questions, announcements, and other members can give simple
feedback. As we head towards our conference I wish all of you a cool and relaxing
summer, and hopefully you can all make plans to attend the conference to be held on
August 27 in Dallas.
Regards, Ardon Chang
编辑寄语
Message from the CLTA-TX Editor
By Lelan Miller 孟乐岚
This has been a very challenging year for education in Texas. The current economy and
recent budget constraints require many of us to take on major financial challenges in
order to maintain and expand Chinese language programs in all schools in Texas, from
elementary schools all the way through universities. Many education administrators have
had to engage in nearly round the clock lobbying of legislators in Austin in order to save
teaching jobs and education programs. As Editor of CTLA-TX, I encourage all members
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to continue to advocate for Chinese language instruction in Texas and to continue a
dialogue with legislators and administrators on the importance of such programs. I
encourage each and every one of you to continue your efforts to make Texas education a
priority. Some ways of staying informed of ongoing issues concerning funding of foreign
language education include the following:
1. Subscribe to the ACTFL “Smart Talk” to receive updates. “Smart Talk” is a free
e-newsletter that often includes news about how the economy impacts foreign
language programs and reports on foreign language advocacy efforts across the
nation: http://www.smartbrief.com/actfl/
2. Regularly check the TFLA website especially “Advocacy” in the main menu:
http://www.tfla.info/
3. Contact your state representatives and legislators to express your feelings and
concerns about the state and federal budget’s impact on Chinese language
programs. If you don’t know who represents your district you can find your
representative here: http://www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/.
Thank you all for your support on behalf of Chinese language education in Texas!
CLTA Board Meeting Held on March 4, 2011
The biannual (Spring) CLTA-TX board meeting was held by telephone conference on
March 4, 2011. The major item for the meeting related to planning of the annual
conference to be held in Dallas on August 27, which is described in more detail below.
Other agenda items included discussion of the relationship between the national CLTA
and our organization. Financial items included a member and financial report by Deng
Lei (63 paid members and balance of $20,120.72). Also discussed was the required
annual tax filing with the IRS for non-profits. Filing is a simple online questionnaire, and
has since been filed by Marshall McArthur.
Next, the summer election for new board members was discussed. Five new members
will be elected as Camilla Hsieh, 謝小芝, Li, Jenny 李兆红, Yirong Luo, 罗贻荣
Mily Meng, 孟敏寬, Jie Zhang, 张洁 will all fulfill their terms. The election will be done
through email from July 15 – July 31. Jie Zhang and Marshall McArthur will serve on the
election committee.
Other items discussed included this upcoming newsletter, and awarding of the CLTA-TX
Teacher Grant. For more details on awardees of the Teacher Grant and the conference,
please see below.
Annual CLTA-TX Conference to be Held in August 2011 in
Dallas, Texas
By Ardon Chang 張志榮
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The CLTA-TX Annual Conference will be held at the UT-Dallas Erik Jonsson
Performance Hall on Saturday, August 27, 2011. This year’s conference theme is
“Beyond the Textbook.”
Our keynote speaker for this year is Dr. Eric Shepherd 谢博德老師of the University of
South Florida (USF). Dr. Shepherd will give two presentations. One is a talk titled
"Learning in the Culture: Training American Learners to Move Beyond the Chinese
Classroom." This summer Dr. Shepherd is leading a unique summer program for USF
students in China, details linked here:
http://global.usf.edu/educationabroad/progInfo.php?prog_id=18
The USF program is worth reading about, as USF students receive the opportunity to see
China and to learn to function linguistically in a variety of “non-standard” Chinese
accents.
Additionally, Dr. Shepherd is a skilled performer of “Shandong Kuaishu.” You may see a
brief video of Dr. Shepherd demonstrating his skills and talents here:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ephWySu6lQk
In addition to Dr. Shepherd we will have a broad range of other presenters, focusing on
learners using Chinese at a very practical level. For more information on the conference
program and registration details, please visit the CLTA-TX website.
http://www.clta-texas.org/
Annual ACTFL-CLTA Conference to be Held in November
2011 in Denver, Colorado
By Lelan Miller 孟乐岚
If you are already a member of CLTA, you can register at member rates for the 2011
ACTFL Annual Convention and CLTA Annual Meeting to be held in Denver this
November 18-21, 2011. The deadline to register for early bird discounts is July 13th, 2011.
Conference registration, information, and hotel reservations are all now online at
http://www.actfl.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=5214. Note that pre-convention
workshops are offered for an additional fee on November 17th.
CLTA-TX Travel Grants Awarded

We are pleased to announce that this year we have three recipients of the CLTATX Texas Teacher Grant. They are Lia Yin 尹靓 (Austin), Ivy Tan-wen Hou 侯
(Austin), and Meng Lelan 孟乐岚 (San Antonio). This year each of the applicants
had similar proposals; to attend the national ACTFL conference, which is
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concurrently held with the national CLTA conference. While each applicant
expressed varying motivations for attending the conference, they all share the
desire to enrich their awareness of current trends in Chinese as a Second Language.
Given that Yin, Ivy, and Lelan all offered worthwhile proposals, the CLTA-TX
board decided to award each of them with a stipend.
For those of you who do not know them, Lia is the founder of Longwen Chinese
in Austin, Texas. Lia is interested in learning more about classroom management
skills and the impact of different backgrounds (heritage and non-heritage) in
learning Chinese as a second language. Ivy is a PhD candidate at UT Austin and
also teaches at St. Andrew’s Episcopal School. She will be teaching a Mandarin
AP class in the Fall and plans to attend the pre-conference AP Chinese workshop
at ACTFL. Lelan teaches at the UTSA Confucius Institute, is the editor of our
CLTA-TX newsletter and board member, and is also a dedicated student of martial
arts. Lelan’s interest is in teaching beginning level Chinese to non-heritage learners
from middle school through college, and plans to attend the conference to learn more
about developing an appropriate curriculum for beginning learners that is standards and
criterion based.

We congratulate Lia, Ivy, and Lelan on their awards, and remind all members that
the award is offered each year through application on our website. We look
forward to hearing from our recipients at the conclusion of the conference.
Credit by Exams in Mandarin Chinese Now Available
By Lelan Miller
孟乐岚
The University of Texas in Austin will begin offering Credit by Exams (CBE) in
Mandarin Chinese this summer of 2011. This program is approved by TEA as a means of
obtaining high school credit for students who learned the language from a source outside
of school. Exams ordered in quantities of 20 or more are priced at $36 per exam; fewer
than 19 are priced at $50 per exam. For more information on this new program, please
contact the CBE School Coordinator at cberequest@utk16.org or call 800-252-3461.

Business Chinese Conference at UTSA in April
By Lelan Miller
孟乐岚
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The Confucius Institute at UTSA in San Antonio invited the University of International
Business and Economics (UIBE) of Beijing to host a full day conference on teaching
business Chinese on April 23rd, 2011. Professor Don Lien of UTSA opened the
conference with Professor Wang Lifei of UIBE who introduced the goals and purposes of
UIBE. Professor Travis Selmier of Indiana University spoke on strategies for studying
Chinese as a businessperson. Insights into designing a business Chinese course were
provided by Professor Wen Xiaohong of the University of Houston along with a very
entertaining student made video introducing cultural differences. Professor Wang Lifei
introduced new curriculum materials and methods called “My Business in China” that
focuses on learners who are business employees. Over 30 participants attended this
conference.
Workshop in Dallas-Fort Worth Held in February 2011
By Janet Lin

Do you know how to use Twitter to teach reading and writing in Chinese? Do you know
how to use Google voice to have students practice listening and speaking in Chinese? If
you were at 2011 Dallas-Fort Worth Chinese Teacher Workshop on February 12, 2011,
you’ve got that!
The 4th Annual DFW Chinese Teacher Workshop was held at Ivy International Education
Center in Plano with over 80 people attending. The two keynote speakers were our own
Dr. Meng Yeh of Rice University and Ms. Henny Chen of Moreau Catholic High School.
They both gave great lectures and presentations.
Dr. Yeh’s topic was “Differentiated Instruction in a Chinese Language Classroom--Strategies and Tools”. She discussed what is differentiated instruction and why is it such
a buzz word in education. She demonstrated relevant strategies, tools and samples.
Ms. Henny Chen’s topic was “Web-based Digital Teaching Tools”. She started the lesson
by asking participants to call her phone in order to show how to use different web-based
tools to make teaching Chinese more fun and more efficient. There are so many tools that
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we can use to make learning more fun. Ms. Chen asked participants to try different
applications, shared on-line teaching games, and talked about her teaching experiences.
The DFW Chinese Teachers Workshop is held every year as a warm up for the annual
Star Talk teacher training program. If you are interested in teaching Chinese and want to
join this fast growing trend, please join us next year for this fun and free training program.

Chinese Bridge Held in Houston in April 2011 “汉语桥”世
界大学生、中学生中文预赛 By Li Wei 李玮

The 10th “Chinese Bridge” speech contest for the U.S. Southern Division was held in the
Consulate General of the People’s Republic of China in Houston on April 20th,
2011. Fifteen high school and college students, who were winners of preliminary
competitions in schools from the U. S. Southern region participated in the contest
(including Florida, Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Texas).
The local, regional, and national competitions are designed to improve students’
knowledge and skills in Chinese language and culture. In addition to giving a speech,
each contestant displayed their competence and knowledge of Chinese culture in a talent
round and cultural question and answer session.
Marisa Salatino of The Hockaday School (Dallas), and Rachel Mangano, a Lone Star
College (Houston) freshman, took respective first places for the high school and
university divisions. In her speech, Marisa noted that while China is a world power, upon
studying Chinese she became fascinated with the aesthetic merits of the spoken and
written language. Rachel shared her own Chinese learning experience and told the
audience that she wanted to be a bridge between the United States and China.
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In preliminary remarks to the contestants, Consul General Gao Yanping
remarked on the importance of language for communication, mutual understanding, and
friendship, and also the role that cross-cultural language competence will play for future
generations.
With the support of the Consul General in Houston, Marisa, Rachel and other highscoring contestants will move to the final leg of the competition — The World Chinese
Bridge Proficiency Competition for High School and College Students; to be held in
China in July 2011. They will compete in a diverse international environment given that
last year, students from over 70 countries participated at the final level.

Announcements from Texas A&M University on Upcoming
Special Events and Online Certification Program
By Dr. Martha Green, Program Coordinator, International
Outreach, Office of the Provost & The Confucius Institute

Dr. Green has several announcements for members of CLTA-TX as follows. For
information please contact Martha Green at mgreen@ipomail.tamu.edu or call (979)
862-6700

•Summer 2011 continuing Professional Education Workshops
Summer Continuing Professional Education Workshops are being presented by
International Outreach and the Confucius Institute at Texas A&M University. Please
register online at http://worldroom.tamu.edu where workshop flyers are also available.
Location: General Services Complex, 750 Agronomy Road, College Station, TX 77843
Workshop Fee: $40 Includes parking, lunch both days, and curriculum materials
Time: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
CPE Credit: 12 hours

On June 21 and 22 a workshop will be presented on the following topics:
•Impact of global economics and politics on China in the 21st century
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•Using Geographic Information Systems (GIS): Looking at the human & political
geography of China
• An interactive session on Chinese ethnic groups, Chinese art, and culture
On July 26 and 27 there will be a session on digital storytelling and documentary
development. The workshop description is as follows:
“21st century students live in a multimodal world of technology. Learn how to combine
digital technology applications with classroom content in your Chinese language classes
or in English/Language Arts, social studies, science, or media literacy.Digital stories
meld photographs, drawings, video, music, narrative and voice together to create a
multimedia narrative that can be biographical, fictional or documentary. Creating a multimedia presentation provides the second language learner with a situated learning
experience and encourages the development of vocabulary and voice.”
This workshop will be presented on the following topics:
•Participants will design a digital story or documentary using Audacity & Window
Moviemaker.
•Preview additional digital video applications: Photo Story 3, Animoto, HyperStudio5
•Learn methods to integrate primary sources material in research projects and
documentaries
• Consider copyright issues in digital video classroom production

• Online Certification info at August CLTA Conference
The Confucius Institute will present information on the new Texas A&M University
Chinese Language Certification Program at the CLTA-TX August Conference. Texas
A&M University has been approved by TEA to offer certification
in Languages other than English (LOTE) for Chinese and will begin offering this
certification in the fall through Accelerate Online Secondary Teacher Certification
Program.

2011 Texas STARTALK Teacher and Student Program
by Meng Yeh, Rice University
Houston and Dallas received a 2011 STARTALK Grant to offer a Chinese Teacher and
Student Program. This is the fourth consecutive year that the two cities received this
grant. STARTALK Grants are provided by the National Security Language Initiative and
were initiated in 2007. The Grant aims at increasing the number and expertise of students
and teachers in critical languages, such as Arabic, Chinese, Persian, Hindi and Urdu.
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Combined, the 2011 Teacher Programs for both cities had 40 total participants. The
Program offers 90 instruction hours from April to May. 17 teachers were selected to
teach summer Chinese Student Programs offered in June and July. A total of 250
students from grades two through twelve are involved in the Program. Students are from
Plano, Fort Worth, Southlake, Dallas, Conroe, Spring Branch, Pearland, and Lamar C
School Districts.
The goal of the Texas STARTALK Teacher Program Word to World is to lead trainees
beyond word/grammar teaching to focusing on real-world communication in a language
classroom. Participants become aware that the ultimate goal in foreign language teaching
and assessment is to create contexts and provide opportunities for students to use the
language to engage in meaningful communication in real-world situations. To realize
this goal, the Program offers teachers 90 instruction hours centering on national standards,
performance-based assessment, second language acquisition, teaching Chinese as a
second language, technology for language teaching, curriculum development, and lesson
plan design.
The Texas STARTALK Student Program aims at raising the awareness of and
stimulating students’ interest in learning Chinese language and culture. The Program
offers classes for elementary, middle and high school students.
The theme for middle and high school students is My Space Your Space. Through
materials and instruction, students use the Chinese language to explore their own space
and compare with the spaces of Chinese young people in the spheres of life style,
personal preferences, daily routines, family structure, and school activities. For
elementary Students, the theme is Our World. Through their imagination and
adventurous spirit, students use Chinese language to explore their own world, to compare
their world with that of Chinese children, and to venture out to the world beyond their
own borders. The overall goal is to guide the young children to experience the
excitement and diversities of our world.
The Student Program lasts four weeks. Daily classes include three-hours of language
instruction and one-hour cultural sessions. Students experience a variety of hands-on
cultural activities, such as lion dance, Chinese yoyo, Chinese chess, shuttlecock, and
writing calligraphy with local teachers.
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2011 Houston STARTALK Student Program (Lam ar C School District)

STARTALK Program Inspires Teachers
by Julie Chen (participant in 2011 Dallas STARTALK
Teacher Program)
Initially, I learned of the 2011 Dallas STARTALK Teacher Program not expecting that it
would greatly change my perspective towards teaching Chinese. Yet within just a few
weeks, I felt surprisingly refreshed and enriched. Although the classes were held on
Saturdays, I looked forward each weekend class despite having a full time job.
Every Saturday I was impressed by the different speakers and topics. The speakers
generously shared their years of valuable experiences in teaching. Topics, such as
curriculum design and assessment, classroom management, teaching American
middle/high school students, were all extremely practical and constructive. Additionally,
the eLearning training that focused on utilizing various digitized teaching resources was
indeed an eye opener. Inspired and enthusiastic, everyone in the classroom was openminded, excited to share, to learn, and to give feedback, which made the teaching
practicum particularly constructive.
Overall the STARTALK Teacher Program was excellent and effective. I am really
grateful to have discovered this program and proud to be part of it.
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2011 Dallas Startalk Teacher Program with Dr. Xiaohong W en
(center in blue)

Happy Happenings among our CLTA-TX Members!
Wen-Hua Teng 鄧文華 has published Yufa!: A Practical Guide to Mandarin
Chinese Grammar. This book – by Oxford University Press -- covers all the major
structures and topics in Chinese grammar and is ideal for CFL teachers and learners of
beginning to early-advanced levels. It is available at Amazon.com, ISBN-13: 9781444109139. Additionally, Wen-Hua attended the 7th International Conference on
Internet Chinese Education from June 17 to June 19 in Taipei, Taiwan, and presented
"Social Media and CFL Pedagogy: Transforming Classrooms into Learning
Communities".

Fang Wang 王芳 is operating Frisco Chinese School 华夏中文学校. Frisco provides
tutoring in Chinese and mathematics for students of all ages in the summer, and offers a
weekend school beginning on August 28. You can see more about her school at:
www.FriscoChineseSchool.com
Cicy Wang 王 榕 has been teaching at Ball High School and Parker Elementary
School You can see one of her pictures from the past Chinese New Year here:
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Jing Zhang 张京, Li Wei 李玮, and Neal Liang 梁思彥 all worked this summer in
Kansas to score Chinese AP Exams. Additionally, Wei and Neal are going to present
talks at our annual conference, and Jing is leading the University of Houston Study
Abroad Program to Beijing. One of Jing’s curious students asked what would happen if
he got arrested in China, and Jing dutifully told him that he would have to stay in jail
until he learned fluent Chinese.
Dr. Jeannie Xiang 湘志新博士 had six students win awards in the 12th annual World
Heritage Student Essay Contest 第12届世界华人学生作文竞赛奖. Dr. Xiang and her
Chinese eWrite team train students at the J & J Chinese School 高湘汉语学校 in
Austin.You may visit her school’s website software here: www.write-Chinese.com. The
students are: 李丹娜, 宋梦喜, 董博欣, 肖逸敏, 赖兆祯, 高成理.
This is J & J’s third year of participation in the contest. In 2009 six students won awards,
with four in 2010. Of the 2011 winners, Libby Fears 宋梦喜is the first student to win
from a non-Chinese speaking family. Olivia Tung 董博欣has won three consecutive
years with her “Little Turtle” stories, and Charlie Gao高成理 has won twice. Go “Little
Turtles!”
Camilla Hsieh 謝小芝, our outgoing Board Member and Senior Lecturer of Chinese
at UT Austin is in Taiwan this summer working on translating the play
White Thief in a Dark Night 黑夜白賊 by contemporary Taiwanese playwright 紀蔚然.
Actually Camilla is acquainted with the playwright from college. He is known to reflect
the post-colonial consciousness of the Taiwanese people by the use of multiple languages
(Mandarin, Taiwanese, Japanese & English) in some of his plays. Camilla is a very
skilled translator, but good luck with all of those languages Camilla.
Ji Fang 季方 is serving as the Startalk Coordinator this summer in Houston, and each
day visits several of the local programs. In addition to maintaining high standards for
Startalk, Fang gets to drive a lot which proves that driving is an important skill if you
want to teach Chinese in Houston.
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Lelan Miller 孟乐岚 (Board Member and Newsletter Editor) placed first in the
Executive Women's contemporary wushu events in changquan 长拳 and daoshu 刀术at
the Legacy of Kung Fu tournament in Temple in March 2011.She is now training for the
Dallas tournament to take place in late July.
Marshall McArthur 麥查理 Took long summer naps while intermittently reading
王安忆's Song of Everlasting Sorrow 长恨歌. So long and so sad! Marshall has also been
reworking the CLTA-TX Website. Soon we hope to have a member comments section to
improve communications among the general membership.
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