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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF CLTA-TX

Dear members and friends of CLTA-TX,

The Chinese Language Teachers Association — Texas (CLTA — Texas) is a non-political,
non-profit educational and professional organization to enhance the quality of the Chinese
language teaching at all education levels; to serve as a resource network for Chinese
language teachers to share ideas and disseminate information; to conduct professional
development for Chinese teachers in both language teaching and cultural awareness, to
provide a base for common pedagogical improvement and individual career development.

CLTA-Texas member benefits include:

1. Receiving emails about association activities and community events related to the
Chinese language education.

2. Enjoying professional development opportunities such as the annual conference and
various workshops on professional development and cultural awareness.

3. The CLTA-TX 2013 Conference will be co-sponsored by Confucius Institute in Texas
A&M, College Station in October 2013.

4. Receiving newsletters.
5. Applying for award and grand for Chinese language teachers.
Sharing resourceful professional network.

Receiving updated information from the job market.
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Receiving news about teaching and learning Chinese language in Texas.

We welcome everyone who is interested in oversea Chinese education to become our
member and to benefit from our organization. We also welcome news, in English and in
Chinese about your school, your class and your students.

We look forward to meeting you in CLTA-TX.
Best regards,

Jiayao Pang — President of the CLTA -TX
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CLTA-TX Holds Sixth Annual Conference in 2012
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11th Greater Houston Chinese Speech Contest

By Pang Jiayao [F3aRE
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Vice Consul Presides over Opening Ceremony with Confucius Institute
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Austin ISD Doss Elementary School Chinese Program
By Erin Cargile, KXAN Staff Writer

SEf%20  http://www.kxan.com/dpp/news/local/austin/students-absorb-new-chinese-
program

AUSTIN (KXAN) — Connie Song is a teacher atDossElementary SchoolinCentral Austin.
She does not have her own classroom, because she is always on the move.

All of the tools Song needs are loaded up on a mobile cart she pushes around campus.
Students get to see her friendly face twice a week for their Chinese language lesson.

On a morning in early December, she rolled into Ms. Hodges kindergarten class and never
uttered a word of English. During the half-hour lesson, the students were following right
along. Song has only been working with the kids for four months.

“At the very beginning I started off with a mix of English and Chinese not to scare off the
kids,” said Song. “Starting in November, I was like, ‘hey, let’s give them a challenge.’”

Song spent the last three years in Taiwanteaching English to Mandarin speakers.

“It’s interesting because I’m using very similar practices to get them engaged — a lot of
repetition and a lot of encouragement because that’s really what it is. Everyone learns
better from positive reinforcement.”

For some non-English speaking students, Chinese will be their third language to learn.
Song says those students are picking up Mandarin faster because the brain is already re-
wired to think in another language.

Doss Elementary is the first Austinelementary school to offer Chinese, but this is only the
beginning. There are much bigger plans in the works to launch a more intense program in
kindergarten, first and second grade next year.

“Students will have language arts and social studies from their English speaking teacher
and math and science from their Chinese speaking teacher,” said Doss Elementary
Principal Janna Griffin.

Teaching content in a second language is called Chinese Immersion.Griffinand
otherAustinschool administrators have visited other schools across theU.S., including one
inHouston, to see the program in action.

Local parents are lining up to get their children on the list because space is limited. Doss
Elementary is only taking a total of 60 kids next year for kindergarten through second
grade, 20 students per grade.Griffinsays the school will likely have to hold a lottery.
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News from Hniversity of Texas at Arlington
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Dallas-Ft. Worth K-12 Chinese Language Teachers Swapshop

By Ardon Chang ﬁ%%
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM NSLI-Y

TEACHERS TAKE NOTE:

The National Security Language Initiative for Youth (NSLI-Y) provides full, merit-
based scholarships for eligible American high school students to learn less commonly
taught languages in summer and academic-year overseas immersion programs in various
locations around the world. Scholarships are available for students to learn the following
languages: Arabic, Chinese (Mandarin), Hindi, Korean, Persian (Tajik), Russian, and
Turkish. Previous language study is not required, and language learners of all levels are
encouraged to apply.

Website: www.nsliforyouth.org or e-mail: nsliy@americancouncils.org.

In addition, the Educational Seminars Program provides short-term professional devel-
opment opportunities to teachers and administrators from around the world, for 3-week
reciprocal exchange programs (Brazil, Portugal) and 2-5 week one-way professional de-
velopment programs (India, China). Interested teachers and administrators can visit
www.americancouncils.org/es or e-mail edseminars@americancouncils.org.
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